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INTRODUCTION & SYPNOPSIS 

On November 6, 2019, the Office of Inspector General (OIG) received an anonymous complaint 
regarding the use of a School softball field by the head softball coach without a lease agreement 
and applicable payment. Specifically, it was alleged that West Boca Raton Community High 
School Teacher  held practices on the School’s softball field every Tuesday and 
Thursday for his travel softball team, Gold Coast Hurricanes, without a lease agreement or 
payment.  

The OIG investigation concluded the allegation was unsubstantiated. The investigative findings of 
the allegation will be discussed in detail later in this report.  

OIG JURISDICTIONAL AUTHORITY 

School Board Policy 1.092 provides for the Inspector General to receive and consider complaints, 
and conduct, supervise, or coordinate such inquiries, investigations, or reviews, as the Inspector 
General deems appropriate.   

BACKGROUND: INDIVIDUALS & ENTITIES COVERED IN THIS REPORT 

West Boca Raton Community High School  

West Boca Raton Community High School is located at 12811 Glades Road, Boca Raton, Florida 
33498. Student enrollment is 2,190 serving grades 9-12.0F

1 

Gold Coast Hurricanes Softball, Inc. 

Gold Coast Hurricanes is a Florida Not For Profit Corporation consisting of various softball teams. 
One of the softball teams is “Gold Coast Hurricanes Thompson 16U.”   District 
employee, is one of the head coaches.1F

2 The OIG interviewed volunteers, a parent, and a coach 
during the investigation.  

City of Coconut Creek – Sabal Pines Park 

Sabal Pines Park is located at 5005 NW 39th Ave. Sabal Pines Park has nine athletic fields which 
include softball fields.2F

3  

 Teacher, West Boca Raton Community High School 

 has been a Teacher at West Boca Raton Community High School since August 2006.3F

4

1 Information obtained from www.palmbeachschools.org. 
2 Information obtained from www.goldcoasthurricanes.com 
3 Information obtained from www. coconutcreek.com 
4 Information obtained from PeopleSoft records. 
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Bradly Dorfberger, Assistant Principal, West Boca Raton Community High School 

Mr. Dorfberger has been a vocational Assistant Principal at West Boca Raton Community High 
School since September 2017.4 

RELEVANT GOVERNING AUTHORITIES 

• School Board Policy 7.18 – Community Use of District Facilities. 
• District Internal Accounts Manual – Chapter 25 – Facility Leasing. 

 

DOCUMENTS REVIEWED 

• PeopleSoft Personnel Records. 
• Tririga Lease Records for West Boca Raton Community High School for School Years 

2018-19 and 2019-20. 
• School Calendar (August – December 2019).  
• Event posts on Pitch2fastusa.com. 
• Social Media for Gold Coast Hurricanes. 

 
CASE INITIATION & INVESTIGATIVE METHODOLOGY  

The investigation was initiated based on an anonymous complaint alleging that  uses 
West Boca Raton Community High School’s softball field every Tuesday and Thursday to hold 
practice for his softball travel team without a lease or payment. The complainant also reported that 
tryouts would be held at the School on December 22, 2019.  

The OIG interviewed Assistant Principal Bradly Dorfberger and Teacher  The OIG 
also interviewed some parents, another coach from the Gold Coast Hurricanes team, and a 
representative from Sabal Pines Park. The OIG reviewed applicable District Policies, PeopleSoft 
employee records, District lease records, and related social media posts.  

This investigation was conducted in compliance with the Quality Standards for Investigations, 
Principles and Standards for Offices of Inspector General, promulgated by the Association of 
Inspectors General. 

INVESTIGATIVE FINDINGS4 F

5 

1. West Boca Raton Community High School teacher  used the field at the 
School to hold practice and tryouts for his softball travel team without a lease or 
payment.  Allegation Unsubstantiated.  

The OIG investigation determined the allegation that  used the School’s field to hold 
practice and tryouts for his softball travel team without a lease or payment was unsubstantiated.  

                                                           
5 The OIG findings were determined using the standards that appear on the final page of this report. 
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The following is a summary of testimonies from persons interviewed as indicated: 

   stated that he is a coach for the Gold Coast Hurricanes5F

6.  
confirmed there are 13 players and practice is held on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 7:30 – 9:30 
PM at Lyons Creek Park in Coconut Creek, Florida. He stated that practice times and information 
are at times communicated through an application called “Group Mate”.  said he has a 
lease agreement with West Boca Raton Community High School; the lease agreement was not for 
any specific time or dates because it was for potential use.  further stated the required 
insurance information was turned into the School, but no payments were made because the field 
was not used.   

Assistant Principal Bradly Dorfberger: Mr. Dorfberger said that part of his job duties include 
overseeing the School leases.  He added that Ms. Nancy McLoughlin6F

7 previously had the 
responsibility and still assists him with agreements. Mr. Dorfberger stated that to his knowledge, 
one of the School’s softball fields is currently leased for soccer practice. He was not aware that 

 coached a softball travel team. Mr. Dorfberger stated he has seen  at the fields, 
but does not recall specific dates or times. Since  is the School’s softball coach, he did 
not think anything when he would see him on the fields. Mr. Dorfberger recalled seeing  
on the field occasionally, but not consistently.  Since Mr. Dorfberger has job duties throughout the 
School, he is not always out on the fields. He stated he may have seen  at the field once 
in November with a handful of kids, but did not recall seeing him on the field in December. Mr. 
Dorfberger confirmed that  has never approached him regarding the use of the fields or 
leasing the field.  

Mike Thompson: Mr. Thompson coaches the Gold Coast Hurricanes softball travel team with  
 Mr. Thompson is not a District employee. Mr. Thompson said the team has practice on 

Tuesday and Thursday at Lyons Creek Park. When asked if the team has ever practiced at the 
fields located at West Boca High School, he said it may have happened once, but he did not recall 
when or if it was the same team name. Mr. Thompson explained that the team used to be named 
the Coral Springs Panthers prior to becoming Gold Coast Hurricanes. While they were the 
Panthers, Mr. Thompson worked with Ms. Nancy McLoughlin at West Boca High School to 
establish a lease for the use of the fields7F

8, but there were issues establishing the lease because of 
the insurance documentation. Mr. Thompson said he was under the impression the last insurance 
document he turned in (Mr. Thompson does not recall the date) was fine since he never heard back 
from Ms. McLoughlin. 

Connie Young, Senior Staff Assistant, Sabal Pines Park: The OIG contacted the park’s main line 
(954 545 6600) on April 16, 2020, at approximately noon and spoke with Senior Staff Assistant 
Connie Young. The OIG asked Ms. Young to confirm rental field dates used by the Gold Coast 
Hurricanes based on the information provided to the OIG by the parent volunteer. Ms. Young 
                                                           
6 Established in July 2019. 
7 Ms. McLoughlin retired in December 2019. 
8 2018. 
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provided confirmation that the park’s softball fields were rented by the parent volunteer during 
August 18, 2019, through December 19, 2019, consistent with the receipts provided by the parent 
volunteer to the OIG. (Exhibit 1) provides a detailed list of the dates the fields were rented.  

DOCUMENTATION REVIEWED 

The OIG reviewed Tririga8F

9 to determine if there was a lease agreement for Gold Coast Hurricanes 
travel softball team during School Year 2019-2020. The OIG did not find any record of a lease 
agreement in Tririga9 F

10.  

The OIG determined the travel softball team has a Facebook account, “Gold Coast Hurricanes 
/Thompson”. The Facebook account revealed the following posts regarding practice at West 

Boca Community High School: 

Date 
Posted Description of Post 

07/26/19 Workouts on August 13 and 15 at 7 PM at West Boca Community High School 
(Exhibit 2) 

08/01/19 Workouts on August 7 at 6 PM, August 13 and 15 at 7 PM at West Boca 
Community High School (Exhibit 3) 

08/11/19 Time Changes for workouts to August 13 and 15 at 6 PM at West Boca 
Community High School (Exhibit 4) 

 

A parent volunteer responsible for ensuring the rental of the fields for team practices, provided the 
OIG with receipts reflecting rental payment information. The receipts encompassed field rental 
dates from August 18, 2019, through December 19, 2019 (Exhibit 5). The receipts reflected that, 
with exception of 3 weeks in September, the fields at Lyons Creek Park were rented consistently 
on Tuesday and Thursday from 7:30 – 9:30 PM between August and December 2019.  

On April 1, 2020, at approximately noon, the OIG contacted the park via telephone and spoke with 
Senior Staff Assistant Connie Young. The OIG and Ms. Young reviewed each receipt provided by 
a softball parent volunteer to confirm its validity. The records reviewed on the phone with Ms. 
Young confirmed each date and time the parent rented the field.   

It should be noted the receipts provided to the OIG reflect the parents name and the name “Florida 
Power Black travel team”. The OIG inquired about this with the parent that provided the 
information. The parent explained that he managed the Florida Power Black travel team, but 
sometime in March 2019, his team merged with the Gold Coast Hurricanes. The Division of 
Corporations, the State of Florida’s official business entity index and commercial activity website 
(Sunbiz.org), reflects Florida Power Black Inc. in which the parent was the President, is inactive; 
a dissolution was filed on September 27, 2019.  

                                                           
9 Software used to manage District schools facilities leasing activities.   
10 The OIG also searched for Coral Springs Panthers, no records of a lease agreement. 
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As mentioned above, the OIG located Facebook posts regarding August 7, 13, and 15, workouts 
at the School. The OIG inquired with two parent volunteers and Mr. Thompson regarding practices 
or workouts held at the School. Mr. Thompson and one parent volunteer stated that the team 
practiced once at the School, but neither could recall the date it took place. The other parent 
volunteer stated he had no recollection of any practices at the School.   

Mr. Thompson provided the OIG with screenshots of the teams’ group messenger reflecting the 
workout on August 7 was cancelled due to the weather, and stated it would be rescheduled for the 
following day at 6 PM (Exhibit 6). Mr. Thompson also provided evidence the scheduled August 
13 practice was cancelled (Exhibit 7). Mr. Thompson said he did not have any information 
available regarding August 15. The screenshots provided did not reflect the location of the practice. 
The OIG inquired with the parent volunteer that posted the information on Facebook and the parent 
did not recall why the location was West Boca Community High School.  

 noted that two of the players on the travel team are students at the School. The OIG 
attempted to verify the location of practices with their parents. The OIG was able to communicate 
with one of the parents, who said that to their knowledge there have not been any practices at the 
School for the travel team. The parent also verified that practices are in Coconut Creek on Tuesday 
and Thursday evenings.  

The OIG reviewed Tririga to determine if there were any other leases in place for the fields at the 
School during August and December 2019. The results revealed the fields were leased to three 
organizations during August and December, however none were leased on August 7, 13, or 15, 
2019. Lease agreements typically require a charge for labor such as custodial work. However, 
since the dates in question took place during the school week, there would not be labor charges 
associated because the School is a Community School and therefore has custodians working until 
10:30 PM.   

Regarding the team holding tryouts at the School on December 22, 2019. The OIG located a post 
on Pitch2Fast.com dated December 6, 2019, with a subject line of “Location and Time Change 
Gold Coast Hurricanes /Thompson 16U- Summer 2020 Tryout” (Exhibit 8). The post states 
the location of tryouts are at Sunset Park in Plantation, Florida on January 12, 2020. During . 

interview, he explained that the person that handles the administrative work for the travel 
team had initially posted on social media that the tryouts would be held at West Boca Raton High 
School on December 22, 2019, but he told them to correct it.  said that on December 22, 
2019, the team was participating at a tournament in Pembroke Pines.  

CONCLUSION 

The OIG investigation concluded the allegation was unsubstantiated. The OIG did not find 
sufficient evidence that the team practiced at the School between August and December 2019. 
Rental receipts were provided to the OIG reflecting field rentals on Tuesday and Thursday in 
Coconut Creek, Florida commencing on August 18, 2019, and ending on December 19, 2019. The 
OIG also confirmed with Sabal Pines Park Senior Staff Assistant Connie Young the dates the fields 
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were rented and used by Gold Coast Hurricanes, consistent with the rental dates provided by the 
parent.  As stated by a parent and Mr. Thompson, they recall one practice took place at the School, 
but they did not recall the date or time. As demonstrated above, the OIG found social media posts 
reflecting that workouts were scheduled to take place at the School in August 2019. However, Mr. 
Thompson provided screenshots reflecting two of those events were cancelled due to weather 
restrictions. While the screenshots do not reflect the location of the workouts, it is possible that 
there were plans for the team to hold workouts at the School on those particular days as reflected 
on social media, but there is no concrete evidence to prove that they actually took place or when. 
The OIG attempted to find evidence through other possible avenues such as other leases, labor 
charges and the School’s calendar, but there was no evidence to support the allegations.  

AFFECTED PARTY NOTICE 

In accordance with School Board Policy 1.092 (8)(b)(iv), on April 23, 2020,   was 
notified of the investigative findings and provided with an opportunity to submit a written 
response.  acknowledged receipt of the draft report, but did not provide a response.   

DISTRIBUTION 

Palm Beach County School Board Members  
Donald E. Fennoy II, Ed. D., Superintendent 
Audit Committee Members  
OIG File 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





  FIELD RENTAL DATE SUMMARY

Date Day Hours
08/18/19 Sunday 9:00 - 11:00
08/20/19 Tuesday 7:30 - 9:30
08/22/19 Thursday 7:30 - 9:30
08/25/19 Sunday 9:00 - 11:00
08/27/19 Tuesday 7:30 - 9:30
08/29/19 Thursday 7:30 - 9:30
09/12/19 Thursday 7:30 - 9:30
10/01/19 Tuesday 7:30 - 9:30
10/03/19 Thursday 7:30 - 9:30
10/08/19 Tuesday 7:30 - 9:30
10/10/19 Thursday 7:30 - 9:30
10/15/19 Tuesday 7:30 - 9:30
10/17/19 Thursday 7:30 - 9:30
10/21/19 Monday 7:30 - 9:30
10/23/19 Wednesday 7:00 - 9:00
10/24/19 Thursday 7:30 - 9:30
10/29/19 Tuesday 7:30 - 9:30
11/05/19 Tuesday 7:30 - 9:30
11/07/19 Thursday 7:30 - 9:30
11/12/19 Tuesday 7:30 - 9:30
11/14/19 Thursday 7:30 - 9:30
11/19/19 Tuesday 7:30 - 9:30
11/21/19 Thursday 7:30 - 9:30
12/03/19 Tuesday 7:30 - 9:30
12/05/19 Thursday 7:30 - 9:30
12/10/19 Tuesday 7:30 - 9:30
12/12/19 Thursday 7:30 - 9:30
12/17/19 Tuesday 7:30 - 9:30
12/19/19 Thursday 7:30 - 9:30

            Exhibit 1

Below is a list of dates the fields were rented by Gold Coast Hurricanes. This information was derived from 
rental payment receipts provided by a parent volunteer. On April 16, 2020, the OIG confirmed the dates and 
times with Sabal Pines Park Senior Staff Assistant Connie Hughes. The information provided was consistent 
with the receipts provided by the parent volunteer. 
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